
By TYLER FINCHUM
tyler-finchum@uiowa.edu

Tyler Finchum, a staffer at The 
Daily Iowan, will write about his 
first RAGBRAI experience for the rest 
of the week. This first installment re-
caps his first two days on the road.

EMMETSBURG, Iowa — For those 
of you who don’t already know, the 
42nd RAGBRAI  began on Sunday. 
More than 10,000 cyclists, including 
me, set off  to spend the next seven 
days biking more than 400 miles from 
town to town across Iowa to eventu-
ally reach the Mississippi River.

This being my first RAGBRAI, I 
wasn’t sure exactly what to expect. I 
heard it described by some as a par-
ty on wheels. However, after 
two days, I would describe 
RAGBRAI in three simple 
words: hell on wheels.  

 On Sunday, I started 
off at Rock Valley and fin-
ished the day at Milford. 
Tonight, I set up camp in 
the northern Iowa town of 
Emmetsburg.

Physically and mentally it 
has been one of the toughest 
experiences I have had to deal 
with in some time. 

While I wouldn’t describe my-
self as an extremely athletic 
person, I figured that I would 
at least be able to pull my own 
weight. But, boy, was I wrong. 

About a quarter way through the 
first day’s 69.2-mile ride I was about 

ready to call it quits. My feet hurt. 
My butt hurt. 

My 21-year-old ego became 

more and more bruised as a nev-
er-ending stream of cyclists passed 
me — and it didn’t help that most 

were three times my age. 
 It was only the fear of losing my 

pride that kept me from taking a sag 
wagon — a bus that follows the cy-
clists and will pick them up if they 
are too tired.

 I hear that RAGBRAI gets 
easier after the first several 
days. The remainder of the week 
will determine if that proves 

true, or if my willpower will 
be trumped by the strong al-
lure of the sag wagon.

Besides staying away 
from the temptation of the 

sag wagon, my goal is to find 
the one-and-only Lance Arm-
strong, who is riding the first four 
days of RAGBRAI this year.  
Rumor has it that he rides early, 

and he rides fast.  If found, I will try 
my best to have a thought provoking 
one-on-one interview that the DI is, 
of course, known for.
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4-H goes beyond ag

An Iowa man shears a sheep during the Johnson County Fair on Monday. This was the first day of the weeklong fair, which will end with a rodeo on Friday. (The Daily Iowan/Anna Kilzer)

TREKKING WITH TYLER

Not sagging yet on RAGBRAI

By REBECCA MORIN
rebecca-morin@uiowa.edu

As cattle lined each side of a small 
warehouse, Moriah Johnson stayed 
close to her large, brown cow, mak-
ing sure it stayed hydrated at the 
Johnson County Fair on Monday. 

Moriah, who has been involved in 
4-H for approximately eight years, is 
showcasing her cow and goat for the 
first time at the fair. 

The Oxford resident is one of the 
more than 400 members of the John-
son County 4-H club.

This year, Camie Marshek, the 
Johnson County youth outreach 
educator, said the county’s exten-
sion office added a number of new 
working exhibits and educational 
presentations, such as a rocket 
launch, to the fair.

“We’ve seen a huge increase in the 
kids participating in things non-live-

stock, non-agriculture,” she said. 
“Specifically, the science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics part 
is really what’s been booming the 
most the past couple of years.”

Becky Nibe, program coordinator 
with Iowa State 4-H, said there are 
24,000 young people statewide who 
are enrolled in 4-H community clubs 
this past year. 

A bicycle stands at a RAGBRAI campsite in Emmetsburg, Iowa, on Monday. The large majority of RAGBRAI participants camp at night. 
(The Daily Iowan/Tyler Finchum)

Board 
selects 

Townsend

SEE FAIR, 5

SEE SCHOOL BOARD, 5

By MICHAEL KADRIE
michael-kadrie@uiowa.edu

There will be a new face at the Io-
wa City School Board business meet-
ing today.

In a special meeting on Monday, Or-
ville Townsend Sr. was unanimously 
voted to fill the board’s seventh seat.

He will fill the seat vacated by the 
abrupt departure last month of for-
mer President Sally Hoelscher. 

Townsend, whose term will end in 
September 2015, was one of 10 appli-
cants for the empty seat.

Three board members — Patti Fields, 
Jeff McGinnes, and Vice President Mar-
la Swesey — will be up for re-election if 
they choose to run again in 2015.

McGinness began the meeting by 
nominating Townsend for the board 
position, bypassing a more prolonged 
discussion.

“If you want a unanimous verdict, 
there’s only one person I’m comfort-
able voting for,” he said.

Board members praised Townsend 
primarily for his prior board experi-
ence. It will help give him a leg up on 
the steep learning curve that comes 
with the position, board member Bri-
an Kirschling said.

“Orville is a long-standing member 
of our community and knows a lot 
about what’s going on,” board mem-
ber Tuyet Dorau said.

This involvement in the community 
and prior experience should mean that 
he will be able to easily and seamlessly 
begin contributing to the quality of ed-
ucation in the district.

Townsend served on the board 

With the first two days of 
RAGBRAI under belt, a The 
Daily Iowan staffer did not 

anticipate the hard work the 
trip would take.

With 4-H enrollment numbers keeping a steady pace, officials seek to 
attract more urban youth.



By TYLER FINCHUM
tyler-finchum@uiowa.edu

Tyler Finchum, a staffer at The 
Daily Iowan, will write about his 
first RAGBRAI experience for the rest 
of the week. This second installment 
recaps his third day on the road.

Today’s 80-plus mile RAGBRAI ride 
from Emmetsburg to Forest City sur-
prising wasn’t half bad. Despite the 
90-degree heat and some miserable 
headwinds I found myself, for the first 
time, enjoying myself. 

The pound of pancakes I had for break-
fast lifted my spirits, and the refreshing 
naps on farmers’ lawns helped refresh 
me. But I think the main reason I kept 
peddling was the enjoyment of talking to 
fellow riders. It also didn’t hurt that a kind 
local told me about a secret shortcut that 
took 7 miles off my ride.

Talking to strangers has 
never come easy to me. I think 
it generally stems from the fact 
that I don’t really like people 
that much. RAGBRAI riders 
also have a stereotype of being 
a bit — well, odd. This is demon-
strated by the scores of riders 
wearing wacky jerseys.

However, because I was desper-
ate for something to write about, I 
decided to bite the bullet and talk to 
some riders. 

So I talked to them. A lot of 
them. For 80 miles, I rode along-
side riders and asked them what 
their RAGBRAI stories were. As 
you might imagine, their stories were 
varied and interesting.

It was especially interesting to hear 

about the teams that each rider was a 
part of. To bike in RAGBRAI, you typ-

ically need to be in a team. You 

join a team typically based on 
knowing someone on the team or you 
are close to their location. 

I am on the Melon City Bike Club, 
a team mostly composed of riders from 
Muscatine. Most teams have some sort 
of eccentricity or story that makes 
them special.

I spoke to the found of team “No-
Name” for some time. He told me 
how that team had been found in 
1977, before the Des Moines Reg-
ister (which is in charge of RAG-

BRAI) required team names. 
Back then, team No-Name 

was just team 55. However, 
when the Register began re-

quiring team names, the team’s 
founder forgot to send in the docu-

ments. Thus, the Register dubbed the 
team “No-Name.”

One team famous with almost ev-
eryone I spoke with was team Bad Boys, 

which was a team that hauls all of its 
items (tents, grills, etc.) on their bikes. An-

By TING XUAN TAN
tingxuan-tan@uiowa.edu

After receiving so much from 
their host family in the Repub-
lic of Georgia, McKinze Cook and 
Sean Fredericks were able to give 
something back.

“They really liked our ketchup,” 
Cook said. 

When her parents sent the couple 
a care package, Cook and Fredericks 
made Kraft macaroni and cheese and 
hamburgers for their host family — 
and Cook even baked an apple pie for 
Thanksgiving.

After graduating from the Uni-
versity of Iowa and working in Iowa 
City for a while, Fredericks and Cook 
wanted to explore the world and con-
tribute with what they had learned. 

So they joined the Peace Corps and 
said they would like to do organiza-
tional development. A month before 
they left, they found out they would 
head to the Republic of Georgia.

There have been 2,284 Iowans who 
have served in the Peace Corp, with 
22 University of Iowa graduates cur-
rently serving in 18 countries. 

“Every prospective volunteer pre-
pares for her orhis service differently, 
but many do research on the Internet 

By PAUL OSGERBY
paul-osgerby@uiowa.edu

One local community garden is set to cel-
ebrate summer harvest next month with a 
cool, frothy glass of beer.

On Aug. 24, the sponsors of Earth Source 
Garden, located at the northeast corner of 
North Scott Boulevard and Rochester Avenue, 
will showcase Iowa soil’s ability to grow both 
barley and hops — two integral ingredients 
that local brewmasters love to talk about. 

The event will feature live music, tast-
ing, tours, and an in-depth look at local 
beer and brewing.

“It’s a joyous display of how fertile and 

generous gardening can be,” said Theresa 
Carbrey, the New Pioneer Co-op education 
and outreach coordinator. 

The event is aimed for the public, and one 
focus will be educating people on barley and 
hops, she said. Beer staff from New Pioneer 
will also be there to explain the brewing 
process, such as malting barley.

Earth Source Garden began in 2009 by New 
Pioneer Food Co-op in conjunction with Har-
vest Farm & Preserve. The goal was to create 
a five-year educational program for adults and 
children on the different categories of food.

This year is focused on milk and cheese.
Co-op members are allowed to secure a plot 

of land in the two-acre farm and cultivate var-

ious types of food, as long as they garden sus-
tainably and within regulations established by 
New Pioneer and Harvest Farm & Preserve.

The initiative was designed to show gar-
deners the soil-to-table process with food.

Recently, the Co-op added barley and hops 
in order to begin education on brewing.

“Local people are curious now and exper-
imenting with making beer,” Carbrey said.

Earlier this month, 24/7 Wall Street re-
leased a report that nationally, beer con-
sumption is declining. 

Iowans are also imbibing fewer “cold ones,” 
but the state still remains 10th nationally in 
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COMPANY EYES IOWA PIPELINE. 
PAGE 7. 

TREKKING WITH TYLER

Team spirit fuels RAGBRAI

RAGBRAI participants roll between Emmetsburg and Forest City on Tuesday. Tuesday’s ride covered 79.7 miles (105.7 with the Karras 
Loop) and included 1,333 feet of climb. (The Daily Iowan/ Tyler Finchum)

Georgia to 
Cooking 
Channel

SEE BEER, 3

SEE COOKING, 3

As Day 3 winds down, a 
Daily Iowan staffer learns 

about the different types of 
teams in RAGBRAI.

New Pi garden to feature beer

Locals can learn more about brewing beer this coming August.

SEE RAGBRAI, 3

Two Iowa graduates 
will be on the Cooking 
Channel after opening 

a food cart as a result of 
studying abroad.



other well-known group 
was team Road Kill — 
its members put stickers 
and bracelets on road 
kill found along the side 

of the road.
But a lot of the sto-

ries don’t have to do 
with the teams them-
selves as much as 
with the connections. I 
spoke with one couple 
who had, in fact, met 
the year before and had 
been dating every since. 

I spoke with people 
from other countries 
who come to Iowa every 
year to do RAGBRAI.

RAGBRAI gives rid-
ers the chance to meet 
interesting people at 
what on the surface 
seems like the uninter-
esting state of Iowa.

terms of beer consumption.
Carbrey said people 

have become more inter-
ested in the taste of craft 
beers and are more appre-
ciative of microbreweries.

“Breweries like Rogue 
are growing their own 
hops in their backyard,” 
said Chris Moore, a beer 
expert at John’s Grocery, 
401 E. Market St.

Jacob Simmons, a co-
founder and brewer in 
Coralville’s Backpocket 
Brewing, 903 Quarry Road, 
said the hybrid restaurant 
and brewery is always 
looking for ways to be as 
locally sourced as possible, 
but there are challenges.

Raw barley cannot be 
used in brewing, Simmons 
said, and it must be malt-
ed first, which is always a 
large-scale operation.  

Briess Malt & Ingredi-
ents Co., based in Chilton, 
Wisconsin, is the smallest 
malted barley distribu-

tor that Backpocket uses, 
Simmons said.

Barley is also a more na-
tive plant to the Dakotas 
or Montana, he said.

However, hops can more 
readily be sourced locally, and 
Simmons said Iowa farmland 
is pretty well suited for it.

Moore said the key is to 
dry and freeze hops imme-
diately after harvesting. 
Trying to use wet hops 
makes it difficult to calcu-
late flavor, he said.

Simmons said the trick is 
storing hops in the absence 
of oxygen, but he enjoys us-
ing them fresh from the soil.

“You can make really fun 
beers with that,” he said.

Moore said that brewer-
ies are evolving their use 
of hops to involve a new 
technique of grinding the 
plant after harvest and 
extracting the liquids.

Local ingredients for beers 
are available, but Carbrey 
said that the primary goal 
of the barley and hops in 
the Earth Source Garden is 
to educate by putting seeds 
in their people’s hands and 
showing them the plants.

BEER
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
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The New Pioneer and Harvest Farm & Preserve’s garden is seen on Tuesday. Local people can learn more about brewing beer this coming August.  (The Daily Iowan/Jai Yeon Lee)

RAGBRAI
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

RAGBRAI cyclists peddle past corn and soybean fields on their way to Forest City on Tuesday. RAGBRAI is a annual sev-
en-day ride from the Missouri River to the Mississippi River. (The Daily Iowan/Tyler Finchum)

and by reading blogs from 
currently serving volun-
teers and talk to returned 
Peace Corps volunteers,” 
Mary Fuller, public affairs 
specialist for Peace Corps, 
wrote in an email.

After returning to the 
United States in 2012, 
Fredericks and Cook decid-
ed that they would like to 
share the culture of hospi-
tality that they had learned 
from the Georgians and 
opened a food cart in Port-
land, Oregon, called Kargi 
GoGo, serving the Georgian 
fare they love.

The Kargi Gogo food will 
be featured on Thursday 
in “Eat St.” with James 
Cunningham on the Cook-
ing Channel.

“The great thing about 
Georgian food is that it’s 
remarkably accessible,” 
Fredericks said. “So it’s 
not filed with strange in-
gredients, but at the same 
time it is a little bit differ-

ent and a little bit exotic, 
and that combination of 
exotic and accessibility, I 
think that people in Port-
land, New York, and Iowa 
City would enjoy it.”

Their favorite Georgian 
dish depends on the day, 
but Cook really enjoys the 
Khinkali, a stuffed dump-
ling, because she finds it 
a good mixture of ingredi-
ents, and she likes its juic-
iness on the inside. 

As for Fredericks, he re-
ally likes the cheese bread, 
the Khachapuri, because 
it’s decadent and “ooey goo-
ey, cheesy, melty goodness.”

“For a lot of people, we’re 
the first time they’ve heard 
about Georgia, the first time 
they’ve tasted Georgian 
food, and so that’s some-
thing that we take very se-
riously,” Cook said. “We feel 
very lucky that we are able 
to do that because it is such 
a special place to us.”

In Georgia, food is inte-
grated with the lifestyle 
— and for Fredericks and 
Cook, the flavors were 
amazing, but the tradition 
behind the food is what 

they really admired. 
While in Georgia, they 

were warmly welcomed 
with supra, an elaborate 
feast that goes on for 
hours. It can be for a spe-
cial occasion or just a spur 
of the moment. 

“We hadn’t been in town 
very long, and we ran into 
some neighbors on the cor-
ner,” Fredericks said. “So 
we introduced ourselves, 
and they said, ‘Oh, come 
over, and sit down.’ And be-
fore long, there was a dozen 
people sitting around this 
table outside on the road 
for hours. Toasting, eating 
and having a good time, en-
joying each other’s company 
and this sort of thing wasn’t 
just a freak occurrence.”

Fredericks said Geor-
gians are fiercely proud 
of their food and their cul-
ture, as well as being “tre-
mendously hospitable.”

“You experience that 
from the moment you get 
off the plane till the mo-
ment you leave,” he said. 
“And it’s hard not for that 
to leave a lasting impres-
sion on your life.”

COOKING
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Contributed



By MICHAEL KADRIE
michael-kadrie@uiowa.edu

Local medical researchers have a greener outlook 
than ever before.

The 200,000-square-foot, six-story University of Iowa 
Pappajohn Biomedical Discovery Building will house the 
latest in medical technology and will also host the uni-
versity’s first-ever green roof.

“It’s a very serene and beautiful thing to see,” said  
Darice Baxter, UI Facilities Management environ-
mental specialist.

Five unique mixtures of colorful plants and foliage, 
currently in full bloom, spread across 6,440-square-feet 
of roof.  It incorporates several different microclimates 
that allow for a wide variety of plants.

Personnel have been moving in to the recently com-
pleted building for the past couple weeks, and they will 
continue in the coming months. 

Roof Top Sedums, based in Davenport, grew the 
pre-vegetated modules before they were shipped and in-
stalled at the building site.

The cost of the project is hard to determine because 
its construction was a part of the general bid of nearly 
$126 million for the building, said Wendy Moorehead, 
the strategic communications manager for Facilities 
Management.

She said the university wouldn’t have built the green 
roof if it had not been cost-effective.

The greenery is a key component of the building’s 
gold-level Leadership in Energy and Environmental De-
sign certification.  

LEED recognizes best-in-class building strategies 
and practices with certifications that range from 
simply “certified” to “platinum.”  The gold ranking is 

the second highest possible and is based on the num-
ber of points awarded.

It will save on energy costs by keeping the building 
warmer in the winter and cooler in the summer, which 
will reduce the amount of artificial temperature man-

agement required, Baxter said.
Most importantly it functions as a way of mitigating 

runoff from rainfall that would otherwise go into the wa-

The Pappajohn Biomedical Discovery Building’s green roof is seen on Wednesday. The 6,440-square-foot roof contains yellow, green, red, and pastel sedum. (The Daily Iowan/Jai Yeon Lee)

By TYLER FINCHUM
tyler-finchum@uiowa.edu

Tyler Finchum, a staffer at The 
Daily Iowan, will write about his 
first RAGBRAI experience for the rest 
of the week. This third installment 
recaps his fourth day on the road.

Wednesday’s RAGBRAI trip was a 
breeze. At a measly 38.5 miles, it gave 
everyone a chance to take it easy for 
the day and see the sights. 

Unfortunately, while riding there 
isn’t a whole lot to see — cornfields lose 
their charm after the first couple miles. 
So the towns in between the cornfields 
is where the excitement really happens.

There are typically two or three town 
stops each day. These cities are a great 
place to rest, eat, meet up with your 
lost companions, and explore classic 
small-town Iowa. 

You know you are ap-
proaching a town by the 
children and families who 
wave at you from their lawn 
chairs welcoming you. 

Many are happy to see 
the mass influx of hungry 
and money-wielding bikers 
converge on their town, some 
because the sale of pies, smooth-
ies, and church meals provides 
a much-needed influx of money 
into the community.

The try-hard bikers will usually 
try to skip the towns all together 
and take secondary roads that by-
passes the main squares. However, 
I feel this really detracts from the one 
of the best parts of RAGBRAI. 

As you approach the main square, you 

are eventually forced to dismount your 
bike because of the mass of cyclists who 

have converged on the town. Some 

of these towns grow 20-fold 
when RAGBRAI passes through.

 The first thing you see once you 

reach the main square are the bikes. 
There are bikes everywhere — propped 
against buildings, fences, tractors — 
just everywhere. Some of these bikes 
are easily worth upwards of $10,000, 
and no one uses bike locks.

There is a plethora of things to 
do in any of the towns. 

Basically, every line whether 
it is for food or a kybo (RAGB-

RAI speak for port-a-potty), 
or bike repair is at least 10 
minutes long. 

If you get there early 
enough, pie is a RAGBRAI 

favorite, but it sells out fast. 
There are often beer gardens 

(see 80 Hours for my special RAG-
BRAI edition of Drink of the Week) 

in which riders can enjoy relaxing 
drinks.

 Each town has its little charms and 
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‘THERE ARE NO LIMITS TO ANYONE 
WHO WANTS TO PERFORM.’

COMBINED EFFORTS THEATER 
DÉBUTS ITS NEWEST SHOW. 

80 HOURS.

By PAUL OSGERBY
paul-osgerby@uiowa.edu

Firefighters and police officers 
don’t always need trucks and cruis-
ers to help the community. Some-
times, they use a different vessel.

On Friday in the Coralville City 
Hall Council Chambers, 1512 Sev-
enth St., the Coralville Fire and Po-
lice Departments will face off in a 
challenge to see which can donate the 
most blood in the first Battle of the 
Badges Blood Drive.

“There’s a good-natured rivalry 
that we have between the Fire and 
Police Departments,” said Coralville 
Police Chief Barry Bedford.

Employees and volunteers from 
each department can sign up and 
donate blood, and the public is also 
invited to attend. Donors can choose 
which community service faction 
they want to represent.

The event is also sponsored the UI 
Hospital and Clinic DeGowin Blood 
Center.

“It’s a great way to drum up sup-
port for both departments and the 
hospital,” said Heather Roman, the 
blood-drive coordinator at the De-
Gowin Center.

Roman said she hopes the project 
can collect 60 units.

All the units from the blood 
drive, she said, will stay in the Io-
wa City area for use in the UI Hos-

TREKKING WITH TYLER

Biking into small-town joy

Riders wait as traffic is halted while riding to Ventura, Iowa. Wednesday was the fourth day of the 42nd-annual RAGBRAI. 
(The Daily Iowan/Tyler Finchum)

Blood 
battle for 
Coralville

SEE BLOOD DRIVE, 3A

Through the cornfields 
and long roads, city stops 
are what keep RAGBRAI 

riders riding.

SEE RAGBRAI, 3A

Coralville’s Fire and Police 
departments will bleed 

blue and red this Friday.

Roof of new UI facility lives on

SEE LIVING ROOF, 3A

The University of Iowa will house its 
first green roof.



history. We biked through 
the town in which Hawk-
eye wrestling coaches Tom 

and Terry Brands grew up 
(Sheldon) and saw the last 
place Buddy Holly and 
Ritchie Valens, and the 
Big Bopper performed be-
fore their infamous plane 
crash (Clear Lake). 

If you are willing to spend 

a little time exploring and 
talking to the locals, you 
can find out just what it is.

Watch out for the final 
installment of Trekking 
with Tyler in the July 28 
edition of The Daily Iowan.

RAGBRAI
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
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pitals and Clinics.
“I’m really glad the 

Coralville fire and police 
could coordinate with us,” 
said UI spokesman Tom 
Moore. “This is something 
we’re pleased about doing.”

According to its web-
page, the DeGowin Center 
collects approximately 600 
units of blood and plate-
lets a week.

Roman said the 
Coralville police has spon-
sored similar drives in the 
past. There are usually 
two to three blood drives 
held in the Coralville City 
Hall, Bedford said, and 

two officers in his depart-
ment have been responsi-
ble for them.

However, this year the 
officers thought it would 
be fun to have a little 
friendly competition with 
the firefighters. 

“We’re kind of new, do-
ing it as a department 
[compared with the po-
lice],” said Coralville’s 
Assistant Fire Chief Orey 
Schweitzer.

Monday night, all of the 
volunteers had a meet-
ing in the department, 
giving one last opportu-
nity to pitch the event to 
Coralville firefighters.

Bedford said that he 
believes the firefighters 
might pull off the underdog 
win, despite being newer.

“But you never know,” 
he said. “We’re police offi-
cers. We’re there when we 
need to be, but also there 
when you don’t want us to 
be, like when we’re coming 
up in your rearview mirror 
to stop you.”

The winners of the inau-
gural event will get to take 
a traveling trophy home to 
their department. 

Members of the pub-
lic are invited to donate, 
and they can reserve a 
spot by calling either the 
Coralville police or the De-
Gowin Center. Email ap-
pointments are also avail-
able on the UI Hospital 
and Clinic’s website.

“We’re hoping to have 
some fun while saving 
lives,” Roman said.

BLOOD DRIVE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

tershed. Officials must 
account for the runoff for 
all buildings constructed 
in Iowa City before and 
after the facilities’ com-
pletion.

There are many dif-
ferent rainwater miti-
gation systems in place 
across the UI campus, 
such as large chambers 
beneath some parking 
ramps, which help to 
mitigate erosion.  

The green roof ’s 6 
inches of soil helps to 
significantly reduce run-

off, Baxter said.
“It’s one of the most 

innovative ways of pre-
venting runoff,” she said.

Not only that, it also 
helps to lessen the urban 
heat island effect.  

When water is still on 
rooftops during hot days, 
it is vaporized at an in-
creased rate, contribut-

ing to spikes in humidity 
and temperature.

All the water ab-
sorbed by the green 
roof remains in the 
natural water cycle 
and is filtered by the 
plants before being re-
leased. Baxter said it 
keeps the water clean-
er than if it were put 

into the sewer system 
and subsequent water 
treatment.

Not only that, but it 
lengthens the lifespan 
of the roof by reinforcing 
the roof membranes.

Aesthetically, it adds 
character to the build-
ing and provides a vi-
sual change of pace for 

surrounding pedestri-
ans and offices workers 
to enjoy.  

“I was at a conference 
center that had [a green 
roof] in Nashville, and it 
was a really cool thing 
to see,” said George Mc-
Crory, a communications 
specialist at the UI Of-
fice of Sustainability.

LIVING ROOF
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

FOLLOW US ON 
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weekend events
Today 7.24

Friday 7.25

Saturday 7.26

Sunday 7.27

MOVIES OPENING 
THIS WEEKEND

Hercules
Based on a comic-book series by 
Steve Moore, the film begins with 
Hercules as a mercenary after having 
completed his 12 labors, as told in 
Ancient Greek mythology. With a 
group of five, Hercules lives nomad-
ically, completing laborious jobs for 
gold and intimidating wrongdoers 
with his legendary reputation. He 
remains peaceful until the ruler of 
Thrace and his daughter ask for his 
help defeating an opposing warlord. 
Hercules struggles with the idea that 
for goodness and justice to triumph, 
he must embrace the hero he was, 
the hero he knows he can be.

Lucy
Scarlett Johansson and Morgan 
Freeman star in Luc Besson’s newest 
film. The movie’s world is controlled 
by the mob, corrupt cops, drug 
addicts, and gangs. Lucy (Johansson) 
is forced into life as a drug mule in 
Taiwan. When her toxic cargo gets 
into her system, she develops the 
ability to use more than the typical 
10 percent of her brain, becoming 
“superhuman.” She is able to absorb 
information immediately, no longer 
has to feel pain, can move objects 
with her mind, and many other 
enhanced abilities.

FILMSCENE

A Summer’s Tale
This 1996 French film stars Gaspard, a 
man taking a vacation in a small sea-
side resort with his girlfriend, Lena. 
Or so he thinks. When Lena doesn’t 
show up, he develops a friendship 
with a local waitress, Margot, and a 
fling with her friend, Solene. The love 
triangle morphs into a rhombus when 
Lena arrives. The movies tag line says 
it all, “Three women, one choice.”
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Tough women in 
tough action

By NAT ALDER
nathaniel.alder@loop.colum.edu

Friday will see the re-
lease of Luc Besson’s Lucy 
a science-fiction action film 
starring Scarlett Johans-
son as a woman who, up-
on being forced to ingest 
an experimental drug, is 
given abilities that render 
her a stone-cold killing 
machine.

In honor of the film’s ar-
rival, I’ve generated a list 
of three other great action 
films with female protag-
onists — a few of which 
have some sci-fi elements. 
For this list, I tried to stay 
away from more common 
choices, so you won’t be 
seeing such films as Kill 
Bill, The Hunger Games, 
or Miss Congeniality 2: 
Armed and Fabulous. 
These picks are, in my 
opinion, some truly classic, 
gnarly, hard-core action 
flicks with inventive and 
eclectic female leads.

• Haywire, 2012, Steven 
Soderbergh, director

Recently retired director 
Steven Soderbergh (Oceans 
11) tackles his first and 
sadly only full-stop action 
film, and boy, is it a sight. 
Led by MMA-fighter Gi-
na Carano in her feature 
début, Haywire may be 
a simple story of a dou-
ble-crossed agent seeking 
revenge, but the film’s 
best assets are its action 
sequences. Effectively cho-
reographed and edited to-
gether using as few shots 
as possible, they allow the 
viewer time to fully pro-
cess the images and give a 
palpable sense that what 
you’re witnessing is real, 

adding an extra tinge of 
brutality.

Carano is exceptional 
here; though she deliv-
ers certain lines with a 
half-baked sensibility, 
she possesses the power 
to win the viewer over 
with her innate abili-
ty to kick ass. A legend 
from the film’s produc-
tion goes like this: When 
shooting a first-act hotel 
fight scene with Michael 
Fassbender, the actor 
told Carano to “step it 
up” and hit him harder. 
The next take, she broke 
a vase over his head. (R, 
93 minutes)

• Aliens, 1986, James 
Cameron, director

This film earns great 
marks not only for being a 
superb sequel but also for 
being a fantastic action, 
sci-fi, horror, and adven-
ture film. Aliens succeeds 
at subtle world-building 
and awe-inducing set piec-
es and is tied together by 
an iconic Sigourney Weav-
er as mineral transporter 
turned alien-attack survi-
vor turned space-marine 
Ellen Ripley.

In the film, Ripley leads 
a team of Earth soldiers to 
a planet on which anoth-
er crew has gone missing, 
and, naturally, bad alien 
stuff happens. It’s worth a 
watch, if not for the insane 
visuals, then for the stellar 
performance by Weaver, 
who was nominated for an 
Oscar for the role. Anoth-
er thought is how Aliens, 
being the third film in his 
oeuvre, paved the way for 
director Cameron to go 
on to direct smaller, more 
intimate pictures, such as 

Titanic and Avatar. (R, 
137 minutes)

• Hanna, 2011, Joe 
Wright, director

Hanna can best be de-
scribed as a fairy-tale ac-
tion film grounded in the 
real world but soaked in 
existential themes and 
topped off with the slight-
est hint of science fiction. 
It stars Atonement’s Sao-
irse Ronan as a teenage 
girl trained by her father 
(Eric Bana) to assassinate 
her mother’s murderer, a 
wickedly evil CIA agent 
(played with exquisitely 
cold calculation by Oscar 
winner Cate Blanchett).

Set across three con-
tinents, the film is brim-
ming with culture (a 
distant cousin to the fe-
verishly European flick 
would be Run Lola Run), 
and it benefits from truly 
madcap but beautiful pro-
duction design and care-
fully constructed action 
sequences that manage to 
be distinct and engrossing. 
Ronan once again proves 
she’s one of Hollywood’s 
finest up-and-comers in 
this film.

As we track Hanna’s ac-
tion-packed journey across 
the world, we’re treated 
to the actors’ vast range 
of talent, whether it’s in 
her wide-eyed curiosity of 
seeing the world for the 
first time or in her fright-
ening confidence as she 
stabs, shoots, and kicks 
away at baddies trying to 
take her out. An added bo-
nus? The sleek yet buzzy 
original score, composed 
by Brit-electronic duo the 
Chemical Brothers. (PG-
13, 111 minutes) 

I have never felt as 
though I belonged in Io-
wa — there was always 
a part of me that felt I 
needed to be elsewhere, 
be someone else. Last 
month, my dream of 
studying abroad came 
true in Madrid, Spain. 
Sangria, siestas, and sun-
shine were on the hori-
zon.

When I landed in Ma-
drid with my roommate, 
our luggage had not ar-
rived with us. Not a great 
way to start the trip, but 
nevertheless, I was in 
Spain and nothing was 
going to rain on my pa-
rade. Everything was a 
challenge; a “figure it out 
yourself” sort of attitude 
would be the name of the 
game. I stuck out with 
my blonde hair and per-
manent lost expression 
and, I’ll be honest, I cher-
ished every second of it. 

After the luggage fi-
asco, I rushed to the Ho-
tel Paseo del Arte in the 
Atocha neighborhood for 
overnight orientation 
with other University 
Studies Abroad Consor-
tium students.

Walking through Ma-
drid the first night was 
utterly amazing. Our tour 
guide, Paloma, told us 
about every restaurant, 
every street, every stat-
ue, every monument. We 
went to the oldest restau-
rant in the world, which 
was at one time frequent-
ed by Ernest Hemingway. 
Following that, we drank 
sangria in the famous 
Plaza Mayor and walked 
past museums featuring 
work by Picasso, Dali, 
and so many more. Ex-
travagant, historical, and 
beautiful — Madrid was 
everything I wanted it to 
be plus some. 

Soon enough, classes 
started at the Universi-
dad de Rey Juan Carlos. 
The university may have 
been small and quaint, 
but was full of knowledge 
and eager students. My 
photojournalism profes-
sor also happened to be a 
huge deal in the photog-
raphy world; he noncha-
lantly showed us his blog 
with portraits of royalty 
and famous people all 
throughout Europe.

My time spent in 
Spain included wit-
nessing history being 
made. King Juan Car-
los stepped down and 
handed the crown to son 
Felipe VI. There was a 
parade down Gran Via, 
and I was able to see 
the freshly crowned king 

smiling and waving to 
everyone in the streets. 
Meanwhile, there were 
riots breaking out in op-
position to the monarchy. 
Between the World Cup 
and Felipe’s ascension, 
there was a lot of excite-
ment in Madrid during 
my monthlong stay. 

Although I learned a 
lot in the classroom in 
Spain, I learned even 
more by being immersed 
in a different culture and 
grew as a person in so 
many ways. For the first 
time in my life, I navigat-
ed the metro in a big city, 
in a foreign county, mind 
you. I quit seeing things 
as “weird” and opened 
my mind to different ex-
periences, food, and peo-
ple. Initiating conversa-
tions in Spanish became 
habit, and my vocabu-
lary grew as a result. 
Most importantly, I was 
able to see the world, and 
no one was there to hold 
my hand. 

Because I studied 
abroad, I was able to 
completely let go of ev-
erything I knew in the 
States and fully become 
someone else in a differ-
ent place, even if it was 
for a short time. It was 
liberating to pack up and 
chase my dream of going 
abroad. I will never for-
get my experiences in 
Spain — I left my heart 
in Madrid. 

DRINK
OF THE WEEK

Backpocket 
Brewery’s Penny 
Whistle
   A disclaimer: I know next to 
nothing about beer. But because 
beer is such a big part of biking 
culture and I am riding RAGBRAI, 
it seemed fitting to do this week’s 
Drink of the Week.
   The Drink: You can’t go too far 
on RAGBRAI without some beer 
snob telling you about Backpocket 
Brewery. Located in Coralville, Back-
pocket Brewery has made a name 
for itself among cyclists. The brew-
ery even has a mobile beer garden 
that stops at one of the towns every 
day during RAGBRAI. I chose one 
of Backpocket’s regular brews: the 
Penny Whistle — a wheat beer. 
   The Experience: As mentioned 
earlier, bike and beer culture are 
almost synonymous. You just have 
to walk to one of the many beer 
gardens situated along each day’s 
route to know that some riders do 
RAGBRAI for the ride and others do 
it for the beer. To me, Penny Whistle 
was just another beer (remember, 
I know nothing about beer), but 
it was the collection of bikers all 
crunched together, music blazing 
in the beer garden that made the 
moment special.
   Advice: Bikers love their beer. 
If you want to at least appear like 
a competent cyclist, you need to 
know your beers. If ever in doubt, 
just say you are a fan of Backpocket 
Brewery and its Penny Whistle.

— by Tyler Finchum

MUSIC
• Dylan Jakobsen, 6:30 p.m., 
Blue Moose, 211 Iowa
• Open Mike, 7 p.m., Uptown 
Bill’s, 730 S. Dubuque
• Strangled Darlings, 7:30 
p.m., Uptown Bill’s
• Furia, 9 p.m., Mill, 120 E. 
Burlington
• Mixology, 10 p.m., Gabe’s, 
330 E. Washinton
• Soulshake, 10 p.m., Gabe’s
 
FILM
• The Great Muppet Caper, 4 
p.m., FilmScene, 118 E. College
• Life Itself, 6:15 p.m., FilmScene

• Obvious Child, 8:45 p.m., 
FilmScene
 
LECTURES
• Iowa Summer Writing Pro-
gram Eleventh Hour, “You Can 
Start a Press/Publication,” 
Elizabeth Robinson, 11 a.m., 101 
Biology Building East

 MISCELLANEOUS
• Dev/Iowa Bootcamp, 8 a.m.-
5 p.m., Thinc Lab
• Open Lab, 4 p.m., Beadology, 
220 E. Washington
• Party in the Park, 6:30 p.m., 
Reno Street Park

MUSIC
• Open City Pop-Up Perfor-
mance, noon, Downtown Iowa 
City
• Friday Night Concert Series: 
RunkDaddies, 6:30 p.m., 
Pedestrian Mall Weatherdance 
Fountain Stage
• Damn Good Summer 4, 9 
p.m., Gabe’s
• OSG, with Fire Sale, 9 p.m., 
Mill
• Trina & Morgan’s Berfday 
Party, 9 p.m., Yacht Club, 13 
S. Linn

WORDS
• Iowa Summer Writing Fes-

tival Faculty Reading, 11 a.m., 
101 Biology Building East
• “Live from Prairie Lights,” 
Bret Anthony Johnston, 
fiction, 7 p.m., Prairie Lights, 
15 S. Dubuque

THEATER
• The Wizard of Oz, Young 
Footliters, 7 p.m., Coralville 
Center for the Performing Arts, 
1301 Fifth St.
 
FILM
• Snowpiercer, 4:30 & 7 p.m., 
FilmScene
• A Summer’s Tale, 9:15 p.m., 
FilmScene

MUSIC
• Open City Pop-Up Perfor-
mance, noon, Downtown Iowa 
City
• Red Rock Hill, 7 p.m., Up-
town Bill’s
• Wylde Nept, 9 p.m., Mill
• Main Squeeze, 10 p.m., Yacht 
Club
• Winterland, 10 p.m., Gabe’s
 
WORDS
• “Live from Prairie Lights,” 
Terry Wahls, nonfiction, 3 p.m., 
Prairie Lights
 
FILM
• The Muppets Take Manhat-
tan, 10 a.m.,FilmScene
• Life Itself, noon, Film-
Scene
• A Summer’s Tale, 2:30 p.m., 
FilmScene

• Snowpiercer, 4:45 p.m., 
FilmScene
• Free Movie Series, Fast & Fu-
rious 6, 8:45 p.m., Pentacrest
• Obvious Child, 9:45 p.m., 
FilmScene
 
THEATER
• The Wizard of Oz, Young 
Footliters, 7 p.m., Coralville 
Center for the Performing Arts
 
MISCELLANEOUS
• Farmers’ Market, 7:30 a.m., 
Chauncey Swan parking ramp
• Wire Wrapping Stones: An In-
troduction, 10 a.m., Beadology, 
220 E. Washington
• Beaded Ruffles with Brick 
Stitch, 1 p.m., Beadology
• Eckhart Tolle Group of Iowa 
City, 4 p.m., Iowa City Public 
Library, 123 S. Linn

MUSIC
• The Problems, 9 p.m., Gabe’s
 
THEATER
• The Wizard of Oz, 7 p.m., 
Coralville Cneter for the Per-
forming Arts
 
FILM
• Obvious Child, 12:45 p.m., 
FilmScene

• A Summer’s Tale, 2:30 p.m., 
FilmScene
• Life Itself, 4:30 p.m., Film-
Scene

MISCELLANEOUS
• Open Lab, noon, Beadol-
ogy
• Clothing Swap, 2 p.m., 
Mill
• Pub Quiz, 9 p.m., Mill

The magic of Madrid, Spain

By Ana Barrett
anastasia-barrett@uiowa.edu

@daily_iowan

We’re on Instagram



By REBECCA MORIN
rebecca-morin@uiowa.edu

As nearly three weeks of fighting be-
tween Israel and Hamas continues, John-
son County residents picketed for peace 
for Gaza in hopes for a truce.

But University of Iowa officials didn’t 
wait for a ceasefire. 

Starting in early July, UI Study 
Abroad indefinitely suspended all pro-
grams to Israel.

Archaeology in Israel, which became 

a study-abroad international program 
in 2013, was supposed to take place 
from July 6 to Aug. 21 at the Tel Aze-
kah dig site — approximately 30 miles 
west of Jerusalem.

“Students who registered their travel 
with UI to undertake any other activity 
in Israel this summer were advised to re-
turn to the U.S. and offered logistic and 
financial support from UI to accomplish 
ticket changes to encourage a speedy re-
turn,” said Autumn Tallman, the associ-
ate director of UI Study Abroad. 

Robert Cargill, a UI assistant professor 
of classics and religious studies, was to 
lead the program, in which 10 students 
were enrolled.

“As disappointing as it was not to be 
able to travel to Azekah and tour Isra-
el and Jordan with my students, it was 
the correct decision to suspend the 
program for this year,” Cargill said. 
“The safety of our Iowa students must 
be our first priority.”

WEATHER

HIGH
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LOW
57

Mostly sunny, windy.
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Chelsea Bacon protests on the east side of the Pentacrest on July 24. The protesters voiced their opinions on the conflict between Israel and Gaza, calling for an end to aggression. (The Daily Iowan/Joshua Housing)

By TYLER FINCHUM
tyler-finchum@uiowa.edu

Tyler Finchum, a staffer at The 
Daily Iowan, has written about his 
first RAGBRAI experience. This last 
installment recaps his final three 
days on the road.

The last three days of RAGBRAI, 
for me at least, were painless. 

Especially when you consider the 
agony I had endured during the first 
few days of RAGBRAI.

The July 24 65.8-mile ride from 
Mason City to Waverly was enjoyable 
because of nice weather and riding 
with a friend. 

When riding with friends, the con-
versation quickly turns to one hy-
pothetical question: If you created 
a RAGBRAI team, what would its 
name be and what would it 
be known for? 

My team’s name would 
be named Team Tyler (ob-
viously), and we would be 
known for having moni-
tors on our backs so people 
can watch movies.

The July 25 67.4-mile ride 
from Waverly to Indepen-
dence was filled with rain and 
20 mph headwinds. 

While many criticized this 
year’s RAGBRAI as the sec-
ond easiest in RABRAI history 
(for miles ridden and elevation 
climbed) many of the veteran 
RAGBRAI riders said the July 25 
ride was the second hardest in the 
history of RAGBRAI because of the 
pelting rain and nonstop wind.

However, for me, the July 25 ride 
was the easiest day in my short his-

tory with RAGBRAI. This is be-

cause I decided to ride on 
our club’s support bus — or sag 
wagon — rather than ride in the 

rain to that night’s stop.
The idea of taking a sag wagon 

rather than biking to a city is a con-
tentious issue among riders. 

Some riders view RAGBRAI as a 
proving ground — a place to show 

that even if you are 70 years 
old, or obese, or have two pros-
thetic legs, you are still capa-
ble of making the 400-plus 

mile journey to the Missis-
sippi River. 

Others view RAGBRAI 
as a vacation — a chance to 

crack open a beer and relax. 
On the fifth day, I would 

have put myself in the first 
group of riders. 

However, being woken up in my 
tent at 4 a.m. by a torrent of rain 

and thunder has a way of changing a 
man. I quickly found myself relating 

By PAUL OSGERBY
paul-osgerby@uiowa.edu

Entering the closing months of his 
prolific career in Congress, Sen. Tom 
Harkin, D-Iowa, visited the Pedestri-
an Mall on July 26 to honor the land-
mark legislation he helped introduce 
more than 20 years ago.

July 26 was the 24th anniversary 
of the signing of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990, and now the 
long-serving senator wants to see 
more transportation accessibility and 
integrated educational opportunities.

“It still holds the record for the 
most number of people to be at the 
White House for the signing of the 
bill,” Harkin said. “I think there were 
some thousands.”

The bill was introduced in 1988 by 
Harkin and signed into law by President 
George H.W. Bush on July 25, 1990.

The ADA was engineered as a civ-
il-rights law to fight discrimination 
against physical and mental disabil-
ities. It grants protection and support 
in similar ways of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964, according to the ADA website.

The bill recognizes four pillars: 
equal opportunity, full participation 
in life, independent living, and eco-
nomic self-sufficiency.

Disability is defined as “a physical 
or mental impairment that substan-
tially limits a major life activity” in 
the legislation.

TREKKING WITH TYLER

Take-a-bike saga ends with a dip

Riders gather at a beer garden in Ventura, Iowa, during this year’s RAGBRAI. This year was the 42nd-annual RAGBRAI. 
(The Daily Iowan/Tyler Finchum)

Harkin 
leads ADA 
celebration

SEE HARKIN, 3

After RAGBRAI, a Daily 
Iowan staffer said he would 
probably would not ride the 

tour again until he has retired.

SEE RAGBRAI, 3

The Americans with 
Disabilities Act was signed 

into law 24 years ago.

UI reacts to Gaza strife

SEE GAZA, 3



“In 24 years, we hav-
en’t reached the promised 
land, but we’ve come a 
long way in this country,” 
Harkin said. “It did start 
to change the physical 
infrastructure, but it al-
so did something else. It 
started to change the atti-
tudinal barriers that peo-
ple had in this country.”

The 2014 Johnson 
County ADA Committee, 
a conglomerate of disabil-
ity support and educa-
tional organizations, set 
the event up.

Harkin said that trans-
portation, specifically in 
airplanes and taxis, are 
major barriers the bill 
faces going forward.

Curb cuts are a cor-
nerstone adaptation that 
was facilitated through 
the ADA, but approxi-
mately 560,000 disabled 
citizens do not leave their 
homes because of trans-
portation issues, accord-
ing to a report from the 
American Association of 
People with Disabilities.

Iowa City City Coun-
cilor Kingsley Botchway 
said he agrees that the 
city needs to make trans-

portation, and the broad-
er infrastructure, more 
accessible in the area.

Transportation is not 
the only area that needs 
improvement.

“There’s a lot more that 
needs to be done to fully 
integrate people,” Harkin 
said. “We need first-class 
education for those with 
disabilities.”

He would like to see 
more university depart-
ments add courses deal-
ing with disabilities, he 
said, including policies in 
the business school or de-
signs in engineering.

“[The University of 
Iowa] has accepted, 
with open arms, the UI 
REACH program,” said 
Pam Ries, the director 
of REACH.

REACH is a branch of 
the College of Education, 

serving students with dif-
fering types of cognitive 
and intellectual disabili-
ties. It is a two-year tran-
sitional certificate that 
integrates students into 
campus dormitories and 
classrooms.

Students can also take 
on internships in the 
community.

The program is one of 27 
models across the nation 
that fully integrates stu-
dents with disabilities into 
the higher education sys-
tem, said Jo Hendrickson, 
a UI professor and execu-
tive director of REACH.

The program began 
seven years ago with 
18 students, and it has 
grown in its effort to as-
sist challenged students 
in becoming more inde-
pendent while receiving 
higher education.

Ries said 52 students 
will come into the pro-
gram this fall.

Harkin told The Dai-
ly Iowan he thinks that 
the university and city 
partnership has done a 
pretty good job to make 
Iowa City accessible for 
disabilities.

However, the state of 
Iowa is falling further and 
further behind, he said.

Larger communities 
are doing their part to 
build and adapt accessi-
bly, but Harkin said the 
smaller communities 
face too many challenges 
to keep up.

more and more to the 
later group.

From a pure numbers 
standpoint, the July 26 
ride to Guttenberg was 
by far the most difficult. 

The elevation climbed 
was nearly twice as high 

as any other day. 
Then there was the in-

famous 2-mile-long hill. 
Despite these obstacles 
I found myself flying 
along the route, most 
likely spurred on by the 
idea of a bed and Inter-
net access.

My first RAGBRAI 
ended alongside tens 
of  thousands of other 
riders — at the bank 

of the mighty Missis-
sippi. 

It is tradition to cele-
brate the end of the sev-
en-day ride by dipping 
your bike’s front tire in-
to the river. 

The wait to reach the 
river was long because 
the abundance of smart-
phone cameras and the 
desire for profile pic-
tures at the river. 

I didn’t mind much. 
After a week of wait-
ing in line to use a 
Porta-Potty or to get 
something to eat, I had 
been conditioned to 
waiting. 

It gave me a chance to 
think about if I would 
be back at the Missis-
sippi again next year. I 
don’t think so. 

But perhaps I will be 

back for RAGBRAI 100. 
I will be 79 years old, 
hopefully retired, and 
have something to prove.
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Sen. Tom Harkin, D-Iowa, addresses the crowd on the Pedestrian Mall on July 26 to 
celebrate the 24th anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act. Harkin, along 
with three others, introduced the ADA in 1988, and then-President George H.W. Bush 
signed the bill into law on July 26, 1990. (The Daily Iowan/Jai Yeon Lee)

GAZA
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Starting on July 8, Is-
rael began the war to halt 
Hamas’ rocket fire on Is-
raeli cities. 

Hamas wants to break 
a seven-year Israeli 
blockade of Gaza and 
believes the only way to 
force negotiations with 
Israeli officials is to keep 
fighting, as reported by 
the Associated Press.

According to AP, more 
than 1,030 Palestinians 
have been killed, and ap-
proximately 42 Israeli sol-
diers have died, as well as 
two Israeli citizens. 

Last week, the Federal 

Aviation Administration 
banned flights to Ben 
Gurion International Air-
port in Tel Aviv, Israel. 

After several days, the 
ban was lifted, and flights 
resumed to Israel.

Tallman said the UI 
routinely monitors ar-
eas after the U.S. State 
Department issues a 
travel warning or alert 
for a country. Universi-
ty officials then make 
a decision in line with 
what the State Depart-
ment suggests.

In cases of emergen-
cies, Tallman said she or 
a designated alternate 
answer a 24/7 emer-
gency-response phone 
for UI Study Abroad for 
students.

“UI Study Abroad safe-
ty planning and crisis 
response are two areas 
in which I am routinely 
involved,” Tallman said. 
“We coordinate crisis 
response and facilitate 
communication among 
UI students abroad, their 
families, Study Abroad 
program leaders, UI ad-
ministrators, U.S. Em-
bassy staff, emergency 
responders abroad, and 
our international insur-
ance provider.”

In addition to Israel, 
several precautions are 
being taken for students 
studying abroad in Russia. 

There are four students 
studying language and 
culture in Moscow, and 
they are prohibited from 

traveling anywhere near 
the Ukraine-Russia border 
conflict area, Tallman said.

Tallman said the UI 
receives updates from 
the State Department 
and monitors the sit-
uation in Ukraine, as 
well as has an adviser 
remain in contact with 
the students traveling 
abroad there.

The UI isn’t the only 
university taking pre-
cautions — several other 
Big Ten universities have 
limited travel to Israel.

“Many of our peer in-
stitutions continued to 
operate programs in Is-
rael after our program 
suspension, but we have 
witnessed increasing 
cancellations by oth-

er U.S. university pro-
grams in recent weeks,” 
Tallman said.

According to the Mich-
igan State University’s 
State News, university of-
ficials cut programs to Is-
rael on July 16 and decid-
ed to bring all students 
and faculty home.

Penn State students 
on a dig trip in Tel Ak-
ko were also evacuated 
from Israel, according 
to Penn State’s Daily 
Collegian.

The 19 Penn State stu-
dents participating in the 
dig were evacuated to 
Jordan, then flown back 
to their home country.

Although universities 
are looking out for the 
best interest of the stu-

dents, Cargill said the 
students are not only 
missing out in research 
but also the opportunity 
to meet several associates 
in Israel and Palestine.

“I miss being in Isra-
el and digging at Aze-
kah not only because 
I’m missing out on re-
search, but because my 
Israeli and Palestinian 
colleagues are also my 
friends, and I miss them 
and am mindful of them 
and their families while 
they are in harm’s way,” 
he said. “They are in my 
thoughts daily.”

RAGBRAI
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
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HARKIN
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

RAGBRAI
Daily Iowan staffer Tyler Finchum 
endured the seven-day long 
RAGBRAI. Throughout the trek, Tyler 
consumed:

• 50 water bottles
• 7 Red Bulls
• 20 free Cliff Bars
• 3 free watermelon slices
• 6 free icy pops
• 4 Mr. Pork Chop’s Pork Chop
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